BELFAST’S LORD MAYOR LEADS CELEBRATION OF UN PEACE DAY 

ON 21ST SEPTEMBER 2010

13th September 2010

Belfast will celebrate United Nations International Day of Peace on 21 September in a special ceremony in City Hall, led by Belfast’s Lord Mayor, The Right Honourable, Councillor Pat Convery.  

“As a society we know better than most, that a day of non-violence has unlimited possibilities. Given that experience, I believe it is important we should take a lead in strengthening the ideals of peace by the commemoration of Peace Day“ said the Lord Mayor..

“The Day gives us time to pause and reflect and promote an ethos of non-violence for all where they live, work and play”. 

After leading a minutes silence at noon, the Lord Mayor will present awards to recognise positive role models and their inspirational influence on others.  Recipient of the 2010 Celebrity Inspiration Award is the former World Featherweight Champion Barry McGuigan.

‘The awards were created to develop a positive spirit for our society and acknowledge those whose stories have and can influence people from all walks of life’, said Angila Chada, Springboard’s Executive Director. She went on ‘Holding the award ceremony on UN Peace Day is also significant, as we celebrate and reflect our continuing journey to peace and fostering a community where difference and diversity are seen and valued as an asset’.

Following the event at Belfast City Hall screenings of ‘What Difference Does a Day Make’, will be available for the public in a mobile film booth in the grounds of City Hall.

The International Day of Peace was declared on September 7th 2001, four days before the tragic events of 9/11, when all 191 members of the United Nations unanimously agreed an annual date of September 21st.  Locally charitable organization Springboard established a Peace Day Campaign to raise awareness of International Day of Peace throughout the province. 

Other events being led by young people through the Belfast based organisation, include an intergenerational project with Fairhaven Residential Centre and Carlisle Circus Day Centre, where young people and residents jointly participate in art projects and create peace gardens. Also the design of an art exhibition on peace, harmony and balance involving murals, Irish bogwood and brasswork and the ‘Come Try It Day’ Sports coaching event for over 70 school children from Botanic Primary School.

To support the Peace Day Campaign and official observance of UN Peace Day click www.peacedaycampaign.com.  

- ends - 

Notes to Editors:

1. For interviews or information contact Paula Quinn on 02890315111 or by email on paula@springboard-opps.org
2. Peace Day Campaign – Springboard has been organising events since 2007 to promote UN Peace Day.  This year Peace Day will be marked by a noon observance on 21 September by Belfast’s Lord Mayor Pat Convery at Belfast City Hall, which will also see screening of ‘What Difference Does a Day Make’ as well as presentation of Inspiration Award to Barry McGuigan. 

3. Established in 1992, Springboard Opportunities Limited (Springboard) is a leading charity in the arena of developing capacity and building an appreciation of diversity. Through the Peace Day Campaign, Springboard is encouraging all citizens to mark this Day of Peace and promote non-violence in the playgrounds, neighbourhoods and communities at home and throughout the rest of the world.
4. You can register your support for the campaign calling for official observance of UN Peace Day on 21st September by going to www.peacedaycampaign.com
For our latest news, please visit www.springboard-opps.org or www.peacedaycampaign.com
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